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E . DAY NURSERIES IN TIME OF WAR

THEIR RELATION TO THE ENPLOYMENT OF

WOMEN IN INDUSTHY.

The fact that & very considerable lpncrsase in
the number of women amployed In lndustry will w:duubtedli
cccur as the war proceeds 1s generally sccepted. It would

i ssam unlikely that thers will bes a sufficlent numbsr of
single women to meet the demand, as many of these are
already in employment or enrolling for war work in the
AsT.3. and similar services. Older women, 1f not already
in employment, are often not sufficiontly adaptable, so
that, much as 1t may be regretted, it will be inevitable
that large mumbers of young marrled women with amall
children will be called upon to enter industrisl life.

It 1s essentlal for women with children under
school age, l.0. 5 yeara, to make provision for thelr care
while they are out at work. BExperlience has shown that whers
a day nursery iz provided for the accommodation of these
children a woman loses loss time and ia able to concentrate
more freely on her work. Freed {rom anxlety as to the
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welfare of her children, ahe is naturally & more competent |
worker. The necesalty for day murseries in war time was p
made evident by the fact that during the last war &

large number were aubaidised by the Ninlatry of Munitions.

The presaent Day Nursery facllltles are quite A
lnadequate to meet tho needa of a large ilncrease 1ln the
ramber of marrisd wopan workers - posalbly soms 500,000
to 75C,000.

The Hetional Soclety of Day Nurserles therefors
submits that the provisien of nurseries should be coneld-
erod when new factorlies are being set up and new housing
estates plamed, or an influx of women antleclpated into !
any glven industry. -
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The custom, much practised in the North of

Englard, of the mother boarding out her child with a neigh-
bour or an slderly relatlve 1z cne which 1s regarded
askance by soclal workera. Moreover, ln these days of
rationing ard alr raid perils it 1s likely to be locked on
with disfavour by the mother hersslf. For the child the

- banefit of an ordered life in a rursery, ccopared to the
care it receives from an cverworked nelighbour, often in an
already cvercrowded houwse, 1s Indlsputables The present
falllng bilrth rate would make it seem of the utmost
importance to pretect the rising generation from any ewvil
effacta that might ensus from the war work demanled of the
mothers.

Marny industries provide thelir employsss with
soclal services, such &8s cantesns, firat ald units, sporta
grounds, atc., and the provislon of Day Nursery accommoda-
tlon would be merely an extenslon of such servicea. They
would naturally operate in close asscclatlon with the
Welfare Authority of the diatrict.

Whoere women are requirad in several industrles 1n
ons locallty i1t would seem that the local Welfare Authority
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