| RECONSTRUCTION,

' PRIME MINISTER’S
DECISION.

J|MR. LLOYD GEORGE'S
| STAND.

——

ASMALLWAR COUNCIL.

The following official statement was
.| issued at 11.45 Jast night :—

! The Prime Minister, with a view to
the most effective prosecution of the
war, has decided to adyise his Majesty
the King to t to a t
tion of the Government,

uc-

From Our Parliamentary Correspondent.

Tho politieal storm, which bad been gathering
for somo days, broke during the week-end, It
took the form of a Cabinet erisia of unusual
severity, and the cutcome, only two days after
the sppearanco of the first signg of trouble, is
tho mnnot t that the Gov is to

day morning, Meanwhilo, there had been sore
“kite-Bying™ in some of the London news:
papers, It was seid that the Primo Minister

was considering a reduction of the size
of the War Committeo from_seven to fiva
memaerd, nsmely, Mr. [Asquith, Mr. Lloyd
George, Mr. Bonar Lew, Mr. Balfour, and Sir
Edward Carson. The t conmunentary on
this & in the fact that Sir Edward Carson
has nmeen invited to join tho War Com-
mitteo, and had neves heard of the project
until he saw it in print on Bstwdsy. Btill
tho “ kite™ served a purpose. It di |
attention for s few hours from the reol scat of the
Crists.

The" Prime Minister informed Mr. Llayd
Georgo on Baturday that ho ¢ould rot sccept
his pro 1l #s it stood. Thero the issuo
remained for a fow houts, and the various parties
went out of town, after the Prime Minister
had had & long sudience of the King at Bucking-
ham Palaco,

CONFERENCES YESTERDAY. !
Yostorday found Mmisters hurrying back to
town for a series of important conferences.
‘The Prime Minister returned from Walmer by
motor-car, Mr. Lloyd George camme up from
Walton Heath. Lord Derby, who had intended
to__lpgmtlm thavmkvend f‘ i
m

ington on Satu.rda}"

In the g the Unioni: bers of the |
Cabinet had a conference. Mr., Bonar Law |
ided, and all the Unionist Cabinet Ministers |-

were present excopt Mr. Balfour, who was l,|.

and rd Lansdowne, who was at Bowood.

_In tho aftemoon tho Primo Minister had|

ﬁmmﬁ at 10, W‘ﬁmm‘: éswum!
his eclleagues, including Mr. o COr]
ond Mr. Bnnis: Law. B

At night mstters stood thus. The Prime):

Mipister had not pted Mr. Lloyd G
1. He waa prepared to accept
ber of the War C.

OrEe'E

7 a :‘etiuo-

tion in the The
hetacl 1o tWo i

bo reconstructed.

The present erisis, like that which led to the
formation of the Coslition Government 18 months
ago, has sprung fram internal difficulties in the
Cabinet, and not from an adverse vote in tho
Houso of Commons or any of the constitutional
*| ehecks and balances which brought Governments
down in peaco time. But undoubtedly the Break
would not have been so sudden and so violent
if it had mot been for the grave disquiet with
the direction of the war which has existed in
tho public mind for many weeks.

It was Mr. Lloyd Gedrge who brought matters
to & head by a direct demand for reform, and
there ean bo no doubt that be will play a large
and perhaps controlling part in the drama of

ion. Wi the pe
new Government, it will certainly not bo confined
to members of one political
of Coalition will be conti

1 of thel|

party. The principle | pared
i and probably ex

we
the War Committee

posal that
e unlimited power in the conduct

to s
1) The pi
¢ :.bmdd Ev unlimited
of tho war,
2) Certain g 1 questi ted with
the ed additions to and exclusions from
the War Committeo.

It was made clear, however, to Mr. uith
that Mr. Lloyd George did not stand alone.
Mr. Bomar Law is believed to bave given

general support to his proposal. Both Mr. loyd
George and Mr. Bonar Law particulorly in-
m'smfenn the need for ascociating Sir Edward
Carson with tho work of the War Committee.
Bir Edward Carson's inclusion, in fact, may
bo taken as a proposal on which Mr. Llo

m and those who wre scting with him

to insist,

LORD DERBY'S POSITION.
Lord Derby, too, has dofinitely associated
himself with Mr. Lloyd George. He is pro-
to support him even to tho extent of

tended. But the Prime Minister's statement that

effective prosecution of the war ¥ encourages the
hope that new blood will be introduced and old
methods  serapped.  With everything in the
mmelting-pot and all patriotic men contributing
their ideus to the common stock, the moment lias
come fof achieving tho ides! of a Gov

tho change is to be mado * with & view to the most | §

ion of his office, if & satislactory settle-

ment js not found.  Lord Derby is indeed ready

or any contingency. He hos provisionally
called & ting of his L hi il for
next Saturdoy, in order to explain in public any
sction which he may think it nocessary to take.

The Cabinet as a whole wero not consulted.
The erisis was acute, and :hu{ li]lf?fs of the
o deadlogh

for War,
The story of the crisis can be scon told,. for
the facts are simple. For s long time Mr.
L_loy\i' George is known to have heen gravely
dissatisfiod ith the dilatory and irresolute
manner in which the Cabinet and the War Come
mitteo have direoted the war. On Friday he
informed tho Prime Minister that he eould not
continue to remain o member of the Govern-
ment unless tho machinery for directing the war
was drastieally overhauled. Mr. Lioy George,
who made his representations in writing, pro-
posed to Mr. Asquith that the War Committes
should in future consist of only four membars,
and that it should have absolute control of the
tion of tho war. Ho suggested that the
constitution of the War Committes ehould be
aa fullows :—
Me. Lrovyp GeEoroE
8m Epwanp Cagsox
Me. Boxar Law

A Lisovur MeueBER
[Pnsr:'auz Mpe. AnTaor

Ministry * to have
When the Ministerial Conferences ended for the
night it was in the helief that the conversations
between Mr. Asquith and his eolleagues would
be resumed to-day, when Mr, Lloyd George's
proposal was to be further examined,

But the Prime Minister had taken his de-
cision, and just before midnight it was announced
that he had cut the knot by sdvising recon-
struction. The erisis, therefore, enters on an
entirely new phase this morning, although the
issue at stake iy the same. The old order of war
control eannot survive, and & now one must take
its place, with new men and the most vigorous
of the old at the helm.

It remains to be scen how the erisis will affost
the sittings of Parliament. JYmportant debates
are fixed for this week in the Honse of Commons
on such grave topies as the Air Board crisis,
man-power, and the general position of the war.

Hex }

These four men would, of course, have the
| active cooperation of Sir John Jellicoe and Sir
William Robertson,

THE PRESENT WAR COMMITTEE.
The War C at ists of
seven  members :—Mr, | Asquith, Mr. Lloyd
George, Mr, Bonmar Law, Mr, Balfour, Mr.
MecKennz, Lord “Curzen, and Mr. Montagn, It
is & Committee of the Cabinct, and its docisions
are subject to confirmation by the full Ministerial
body of 23, While it is true that it controls the
day-by-day conduet of the war without reference
to the Cabinet, which almost automatically rati-
fies its acts, it has expanded, with its official
advisers and regular Ministerial visitors, into
.| almost as eumbrous a body as the Cabinet itself,
Wa have, in fact, almost reached the position of
secing two Cabinets sitting sido by side and
taking a hand in the war.

The Prime Minister obviously neceded a little
time to ider this posal, which involved
at least three important departures from ithe
existing policy.

{1) The withdrawal of certain prominent
Ministers fram the War Commitiec,

(2) The infusion of new blood, by the intro-
duction of Sir Edward Carson and a Labour
member.

(3) The transference from the Cahbinet to
the War Committee of independent control of
the war in all its aspects, from the conduct of

perations to such semi-d ie qoestions s
supplies, blockade, food control, and man-
power.

Tho Prire Minister did not reply until Satar-

oo orear =3} QG P rRITER T IH FOIF

The 1 War Ce have sent an urgent
“whip” fo members on active service for the
man-power debate next Thursday.,

But the time-table may have to be rearranged.
It may be difficult for a Government which is
undergoing reconsiruction to mect Parliament.

Governments in tho past have usually been |

formed or reconstructed during a reeess or ad-
journment, and it wonld not be surprising if the

Prime Minister to-day asked Parliament to take |

a few days’ holiday while Ministers are setting
their house in order.

SIR E. CARSON’S INCLUSION.

A LIBERAL JOURNAL’S COMMENT.

By the eourtesy of the editor of the Afon-
claster G dign, w e bled to publizl
following extract
to-day 1=

‘This, az we understand, is in effect the propesal

which Mr. Lloyd George has submitted to the Prime |

Minister, and thu adoption of which he makes the
condition of his remaining & member of the Govern-
ment. Tn this he has the powerful support of Mr
Bonar Law. The War Committee whick ho iz under-
stood 10 have proposed would consist of himsell, Mr.
Bunur Law, and Sir Edward Carson, with the addi-
Uon of Mr. dy a5 rof ting the

of Labour, which arc so vitally concermed. sir
Edward Carson j3 not, of course, at prescnt a momber
of the Minietry, but he represents a powerful and
growing elemest in the Unionist Party in Parliament,
amd he resignad his position in tha Cubinct pre-
cisely becauso of a conspicuous example of the fotal

| shortcomings which have now necessitated a changoe
i We differ from him |

in the distribution of power, 1
decply on most questions ol internal polities, and it
his re-entey into the Ministry In a position of great
influenco meant the attempt to enforee conscription

in Ircland or any accentuation of the repressive |

policy still in force there, we should regard his in-
clusion as disastrous znd to be opposed nt all eosts,
Deflnite_assyrances would be needed on this point,
but Sir Edward Carson i3 not in all respects the Sir
Edward Carson of pre-war days, and wa cannot Bup-
pose that he, any more than Mr. Lioyd George,
would bo ‘uﬂl.)' of the supreme folly of ralsing a
storm within our gates at the moment when theje
whale thought and strength should be given to quell-
ing the torrible storm outside them, But the matter
would have to be mado clear.

———— i

n_Lancashire, had|
on B day ing,
Bir Edward Carson also returned from Birch- |

e i ¥ the
from its Jeading  artiele |




